| think it is a great shame
that Woolley should have
tainted, so early on, his most
interesting article on Gran-
ville Bradshaw by allowing
his avowed intent to slate
Bradshaw show through in
what could otherwise have
been a most respectable,
learned and impartial analy-
sis of the man’s work.

You see, as early as
March 1986, Woolley wrote
to me and stated: “One fine
day someone — hopefully
myself If | can pin him down
— will expose Bradshaw for
the charlatan and fraud that
he was — who cost a lot of
people a lot of money with
his glib tongue, and mech-
anical incompetence!”

Is therefore this article an
impartial investigation orin-
deed Woolley's life-long
ambition of denouncing a
man whom many who wor-
ked with considered to be a
most perceptive, inventive
and talented designer, pat-
entee and engineer? Well
only time will tell if Woolley
has achieved his goal — but
the question must remain,
how impartial are his other
articles?

Surely where Bradshaw
went wrong was that he was
such a controversial man
who was prepared to stand
and defend his ideas; he
had no more ‘failures’ than
many other haloed motor
cycle pioneers.

It should also be remem-
bered, and kept in perspec-
tive, that most of Brad-
shaw's failures occurred
during the pioneering years
when, unlike Woolley, there
was not a great abundance
of hind-sight to draw upon.

Thanks for an otherwise
interesting article!

Barry Jones,

Rye,

East Susex.

Sorry Barry, but your recent
repetition in the Panther
Owners Club magazine, of
the myth that Bradshaw con-
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May | add something to
your excellent articie on the
single cyiinder 250cc Bee-
em in Novembers issue?
You wrote that it was factory
policy that all machines un-
der 500cc should be singles
and this is indeed the case
insofar as actual production
modeis are concerned’
What
known is that twice during '«
their hisiory, BMW pro-
duced prototypes of hon-
zontally opposed twins of
less than 500cc.

At the end of 1940, with
the war apparently coming
to a successful conciusion,
have been the basss of their
post war twin cyfinder range
— the 345cc overhead valve

R31. With a bore and stroke

of 60 x 61mm. compression
ratio of 6.7-1 and nmning on
74 octane fuei fed through a
singie Solex carburettor, it

produced 15.5bhp at 6000

rpm. it was a conventional
looking machine with teles
and plunger rear suspen-

sion, butit did have one out- |

standing feature. There was
no backbone to the frame
and the integral steering
head and petrol tank was a
structural member which re-
placedit.

Access o the engine unit
was gained by loosening a
through bolt at the back of
the tank and junction of the
rear subframe, and with-
drawing a similar bolt at the
front end where it
connected with the ‘éow'n*
tubes. The whole of the
front Wnd taﬁ’k was then
swung @pward in an arc
from a pom% below the

~ saddle; after of course dis-
; connect?hg@th@wg@o{spl&e

Sufficient prototypes of

~ the R31 were produced for
' BMW to include technical
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ceived, designed and con-
structed the ABC motor
cycle in 11 days, only leads
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stroke twin_

A two-stroke BMW - the R10 of 1948 never went into production.

porary literature, and it was
only the worsening war sit-
uation in 1942 that stopped .
deveiﬁp{glent . '
The second attempt by
BMW to put a less than
500cc twm into production
aogame‘to noth’fng% When
. the Allied Control Commis-_
sion announced in 1947 that
production of motor cycles
ofless ;han T25cc wotuld be
~allowed to recommence,
BMW responded by design-
. mglh% R10. This wasahori-
. zontally opposed 4bhp two-
stroketmn Theenginewas
based on the starter motor
for their 1943 type 003 axial
flow jet, and it was fitted into
‘a Ifghiwﬁ:g\ht frame with pri-
_mitive teles, piunger rear
-«swsp@ng;on ‘and a pair of

-

me to one conclusion. And
your letter confirms it; you
have been taken in by his

16in wheels. -
Even with these itwas nec-

essary to mount the three

speed gearbox on top of the

-crankcase in order for the

-drive shaft to line up with

i the rear hub. This resulted
_in a very compact unit and

when fitted into the frame

the cylinders were behind
 the footrests. Ten proto-
_ types were made and BMW
. were almost ready for pro-
“duction when the powers

that be moved the goal

postsand increasedthe cap-

acity limit to 250cc, so the

factory dropped the R10

‘and re-hashed a pre war

250cc single the R23, as the
R24.

Clitf Washington.

Upper Heyford.
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